Infliximab therapy for familial Mediterranean fever-related amyloidosis: case series with long term follow-up.
Familial Mediterranean fever (FMF) is an autosomal recessive disease characterized by recurrent self-limited attacks of fever and polyserositis. Reactive amyloid A amyloidosis is the most devastating complication of FMF, and amyloidosis continues to occur in the colchicine era in untreated and noncompliant patients. Unfortunately, there is no proven effective treatment for established amyloidosis. In this report, we present four FMF-related amyloidosis patients that were treated with long term infliximab therapy with the longest duration of follow-up, together with the literature review. Infliximab was very effective in controlling gastrointestinal system findings and protracted arthritis, and it also had a favorable impact on the clinical findings of nephrotic syndrome in these patients. In conclusion, by controlling debilitating complaints of amyloidosis with infliximab, quality of life increases in these patients, and they get rid of recurrent hospitalizations and return to school or work.